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Foreword by Richard Falk.   

 
From Coexistence to Conquest seeks to explain how the Arab-Israeli conflict developed by looking beyond strict legalism to the men behind the policies adopted by the 
Great Powers at the dawn of the twentieth century.  It controversially argues that Zionism was adopted by the British Government in its 1917 Balfour Declaration 
primarily as an immigration device and that it can be traced back to the 1903 Royal Commission on Alien Immigration and the Alien’s Act 1905. 
 
The book contains the most detailed legal analysis of the 1915-6 Hussein-McMahon correspondence, as well as the Balfour Declaration, and takes a closer look at the 
travaux préparatoires that formed the British Mandate of Palestine.  It places the violent reaction of the Palestine Arabs to mass Jewish immigration in the context of 
Zionism, highlighting the findings of several British commissions of inquiry which recommended that Britain abandon its policy.  The book also revisits the 
controversies over the question of self-determination, and the partition of Palestine.  
  
The Chapter on the 1948 conflict seeks to update international lawyers on the scholarship of Israel’s ‘new’ historians and reproduces some of the horrific accounts of 
the atrocities that took place from newspaper reports, UN documents, and personal accounts, which saw the expulsion and exodus of almost an entire people from their 
homeland. The penultimate chapter argues that Israel was created through an act of conquest or subjugation. The book concludes with a sobering analysis of the conflict 
arguing that neither Jews nor Arabs were to blame for starting it. 
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+This is an elegant and forceful narrative by a young Palestinian scholar.” 
--Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Former UN Secretary-General�

By placing international law within its proper political and historical context, Victor 
Kattan offers a fresh analysis of a conflict with far-reaching implications … From 

Coexistence to Conquest as a piece of scholarship is a welcome addition to the search 
for a peace in the Middle East with human dignity for all its peoples at its centre. 

--His Royal Highness Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan 

������� �������Teaching Fellow at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, 

visit www.victorkattan.com to learn more�
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